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ment of the provinces would be brought in closer touch
with the people.
progress in the future
And now, gentlemen, it only remains for me to thank
you once more i!br the great honour you have done me by
electing me to preside on this occasion, and for the land
and patient hearing you have given me. I have been
somewhat of an optimist all my life, I have lived in that
faith and I should like to die in that faith. The experi-
ment of administration for the people, not by the people,
was tried in every country in Europe in the last century,
by some of the best-intentioned sovereigns that ever lived,
who are known in history as the Benevolent Despots of
the 18th century. The experiment failed because it is an
immutable law of nature that you cannot permanently
secure the welfare of a people if you tie up the hands of
the people themselves. Every country in Europe recog-
nises this truth now, and England foremost of all. Every
English colony has obtained a system of self-government,
and from being discontented and disaffected they are now
the strongest supporters of the British empire. And a sys-
tem of complete Self-government in local affairs was con-
ceded to Ireland by the present Government less than two
years ago, when Lord Curzon was a distinguished member
of that Government. The conditions of India are different,
and I admit freely and fully that we want a strong cen-
tralised Government here; and if the moderate scheme I
have proposed tended in any way to weaken the Indian
Government, the proposal, gentlemen, would not have come
from me. But I have discussed the subject with many
eminent Englishmen now in England and possessing vast
experience in Indian administration, and I have asked them

